
The First People 
Reading Focus
• How did the first people live?
• What started the agricultural revolution?
• Why did Stone Age farmers live near rivers?

Archaeologists carefully excavate all of the remains of Otzi including his tools and clothing.

Background Knowledge
The first people did not live the way we do today. They did not grow food 
or live in houses. They did not read or write. The time period before 
written language is called prehistory. Archaeologists help us learn about 
people long ago. They are men and women who carefully dig, or excavate 
into the earth. They find and study bones of people who lived thousands of 
years ago. The bones tell how people of long ago looked like and how they 
lived.  Archaeologists have found tools used by people who lived during 



the Stone Age. This period of time is called the Stone Age because most of 
the tools were made of stone. Stone tools lasted longer and were stronger 
than tools made of bone or wood. The Stone Age began more than 
2,000,000 years ago. It ended about 5,000 years ago. The people during this 
period were called Stone Age people. 

Paleolithic Times (The Old Stone Age)
For thousands of years, Stone Age people spent most of their time looking 
for food. They did not know how to grow food. They found wild berries 
and nuts to eat. Most people were hunters. They killed animals for food. 
They made clothes from animal skins. Sometimes, people made tools from 
animal bones. People of the Old Stone Age were nomadic; they moved 
from place to place looking for food. They stayed in one place as long as 
there was food. When they could no longer find food, they moved to 
another place. They usually stayed near rivers; there were more animals 
and plants near rivers. 

Stone Age people sometimes lived in caves. They built fires in their caves to 
keep warm. They also used fire to cook their food, and scare away 
dangerous animals.  Some people even knew how to paint pictures in the 
cave walls. Today, we know more about what life was like because of these 
cave paintings.
                             Cave Painting of the Lascaux Cave in France



Neolithic Times (The New Stone Age)
After thousands and thousands of years, Stone Age people learned how to 
grow their own food. This was the start of the agricultural revolution. The 
agricultural revolution was a change in the way people got their food. 
People learned to plant seeds in order to grow fruits and vegetables for 
food. People soon learned how to become skillful farmers. They grew more 
and more food; they even grew enough food to feel wild animals. People 
also began taming dogs, goats, sheep, and cows; this is called 
domestication. Some of these tamed animals helped families with their 
work. Other times, these animals were eaten as food. 

The agricultural revolution changed the lives of Stone Age people. Stone 
Age farmers no longer needed to move from place to place to find food. 
They lived more sedentary lives and lived on farms. They could live in one 
place. Some people built small mud houses on their farms. Sometimes 
people built their homes close together and learned from each other. 

By learning new farming methods, people were able to grow a surplus of 
food, an extra supply. Extra food gave people more time to do other chores 
and other things. This  extra time eventually led to specialization and the 
development of civilizations.  

Stone Age farmers needed to live close to water in order to grow food. 
Many times there was not enough rain. They began learning how to use 
simple forms of irrigation to water their fields. 



Extended Response
Task: Use the focus words (bolded words in the text) to write a 
detailed response to the prompt below:
How did the agricultural revolution change the lives of Stone People during the 
Neolithic Era? Be sure to include specific changes from before and after the 
revolution.
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